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Japanese Monkeys

Wild monkeys have always been a part of life in Japan. Their
unexpected behavior includes dipping in hot springs and washing
potatoes before eating.
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Why Do Mosquitoes Suck Human Blood?

A husband was a hard-working man who cared a lot about his
wife, but... A Vietnamese folk tale explaining how and why
mosquitoes started to suck human blood.
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The Emperor’s New Clothes

There was once an emperor who was quite fond of clothes. He

welcomed men at his palace who said they could make the most
beautiful garments... From Hans Christian Andersen’s children
stories.
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The Star of the Night Hawk

Night Hawk has always been bullied by other birds because of
his ugliness. One day, Hawk demands that Night Hawk not use
“hawk” in his name. There is nothing he can do but...

By Miyaszawa Kenji, a 20th-century author.
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Kyoto

Kyoto is a very old city with many old Buddhist temples and
Shinto shrines. Take a walk along the old capital’s streets and
you will learn a lot about the history and culture of Japan.
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Sakamoto Ryoma
— A Young Man Who Changed the Course for Japan

Towards the end of Edo period, in Shikoku, an island far from
Edo, Sakamoto Ryoma was born to a family of lower samurai
rank. He tried single-handedly to reshape Japan. What would
become of Ryoma and Japan?
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